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2013 Grade 11 Literacy Examination Report Descriptions and Samples

The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 6.
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School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers

The School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers provides school and district staff with information on 
how students within a school performed on the released common items that contributed to individual student 
results. This report is intended for use in conjunction with the Released Item Booklet for the Grade 11 Literacy 
Examination in order to examine school results for individual items. A sample is provided on the following pages.

The School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers provides the results for each reading item (multiple-
choice and open-response) and each writing item (multiple-choice and essay). Fifty percent (50%) of the items 
in the 2013 Grade 11 Literacy Examination will be provided in the Released Item Booklet. The first page of 
the School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers contains information to be used in conjunction with the 
released items, and the second page of the report contains information for items not released. The School Item-
by-Item Selections of Correct Answers is produced for the same groups as reported on the School Summary 
Report with the exception of Free and/or Reduced Lunch students. The following information is provided on 
the School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers:

•  The number of students* in the school for whom answer documents were returned for the reported group is 
provided under the school information.

•  Released Items
◦◦ Data for released items are located on page 1 of the School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers. 
Reading data are provided first, followed by data for writing.

◦◦ The first column (Item # in Released Item Booklet) provides the item number that corresponds to where 
the item appears in the Released Item Booklet.

◦◦ The second column (Item Type) describes the item type: multiple-choice (MC), open-response (OR), 
or essay.

◦◦ The third column (Key) provides the correct answer choice for all multiple-choice items. The open-
response and essay items indicate “Rubric” meaning that a scoring rubric was used to determine the 
student scores. The scoring rubrics for these items are provided in the Released Item Booklet.

◦◦ For multiple-choice items, the remaining columns provide the number and percent of students who 
selected the correct answer at the school, district, and state levels. This information allows school and 
district staff to compare results for each multiple-choice item at the school level to district- and state-
level results.

◦◦ For open-response and essay items, the remaining columns provide the average score attained by students 
at the school, district, and state levels. This information allows school and district staff to compare results 
for each open-response or essay item at the school level to district- and state-level results.

* 1st Year in the U.S. LEP and Foreign Exchange student scores are not included in this report.
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•  Items Not Released
◦◦ Data for items not released are located on page 2 of the School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct 
Answers. Reading data are provided first, followed by data for writing.

◦◦ The first column numbers the items for reference purposes only. These numbers do not correlate with 
numbers or positions of the items in the test booklets.

◦◦ The second column (Item Type) describes the item type: multiple-choice (MC), open-response (OR), 
or essay.

◦◦ The third column (SLE) provides an abbreviation for the strand, content standard, and student learning 
expectation associated with each non-released item.

◦◦ For multiple-choice items, the remaining columns provide the number and percent of students who 
selected the correct answer at the school, district, and state levels. This information allows school and 
district staff to compare results for each multiple-choice item at the school level to district- and state-
level results.

◦◦ For open-response and essay items, the remaining columns provide the average score attained by students 
at the school, district, and state levels. This information allows school and district staff to compare results 
for each open-response or essay item at the school level to district- and state-level results.

Note: � The District Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers provides individual item results for the 
March 2013 Grade 11 Literacy Examination at the district and state levels. The School and District 
Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers are set up identically to one another except that the 
district report does not contain data specific to each school. The district-level report also contains 
an additional page for 1st Year LEP students.
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The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 6.
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The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 6.
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Definitions of Performance Levels

The general performance levels preamble for the ACTAAP states that the students must demonstrate their ability 
to be successful and productive citizens. Student performance is categorized into four levels of performance for 
the Grade 11 Literacy Examination: advanced*, proficient, basic, and below basic. The general definitions of 
these performance levels are as follows:

Advanced*

In reading, students clearly demonstrate thorough, thoughtful, and comprehensive understanding of the text and 
reflect recognition of concrete and abstract ideas. They analyze and/or evaluate purpose, meaning, form, and 
literary techniques, supporting their ideas with accurate and relevant examples from the text.

In writing, students respond appropriately to the task and audience, consistently employing an effective 
organizational strategy; relevant, illustrative, and varied supporting details; and sophisticated and purposeful 
sentence constructions and rich language to enhance meaning. The students demonstrate consistent, though not 
necessarily perfect, command of grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

Proficient

In reading, students demonstrate an overall understanding of the text that includes inferential and literal 
information. They identify and/or analyze purpose, meaning, form, and literary techniques, supporting their ideas 
with examples from the text, drawing conclusions and making connections to personal experiences.

In writing, students respond appropriately to the task and audience and show logical organization. They use 
specific details, varied vocabulary, and language devices. They employ transitional elements effectively and 
have few errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

Basic

In reading, students demonstrate understanding and make literal interpretations of the text. They identify and/or 
relate some aspects of text to purpose and meaning, make simple inferences, and draw conclusions.

In writing, students show evidence of organization, use supporting details, and demonstrate sufficient command 
of grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

Below Basic

Students fail to show sufficient mastery of reading and writing skills to attain the basic level.

Performance Levels for the 2013 Grade 11 Literacy Examination

* �The advanced rating for scale scores of 228–249 is pending peer review and approval from the U.S. Department 
of Education.
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